
Iowa Department of Human Services 
Kim Reynolds 
Governor 

May 8, 2018 
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Adam Gregg 
Lt. Governor 

Jerry R. Foxhoven 
Director 

In honor of Child Care Provider Appreciation Day on May 11th
, I want to thank you for 

the care you provide children and families in Iowa as part of your child care business. 

The Iowa Department of Human Services recognizes the immense importance of the work 
that you do with Iowa's youngest citizens. The care that you give to children not only 
allows their parents to go to work or school but also shapes those children's developing 
brains in ways that will impact them wherever they go in life. Furthermore, we recognize 
that the support you have in doing this work is important and over the past several years, 
the Department has made intentional efforts to engage child care providers in discussion 
to assure that your voices are heard. 

While the Department is involved in numerous partnerships, we have built and continue to 
partner in intentional relationships with Early Childhood Iowa to support local communities 
in Iowa to improve the quality of life for young children and their families; the Iowa 
Afterschool Alliance to assure that Iowa children and youth have access to quality out of 
school time opportunities, and the Iowa Women's Foundation who is committed to 
improving the lives of Iowa's women and girls through economic self-sufficiency. Child 
care providers are included in these partnerships and help to inform and advise on 
decision-making efforts. 

Child Care policy staff has made and will continue to make efforts to come into local 
communities to speak with child care providers, and visit Registered Child Development 
Homes, Licensed Child Care Centers, and Child Care Homes providing care under a 
Child Care Assistance Provider Agreement. We recognize the importance of being 
accessible and speaking directly with our partners doing the day to day work. 

In an effort to continue building partnerships and providing direct support, over the next 
year, child care policy staff will also be in each region of the State, providing professional 
development opportunities directly to child care providers by Department staff. 

Child Care Provider Appreciation Day gives us the opportunity to show our appreciation 
and to recognize your influence on Iowa's children. We invite you to look for opportunities 
to engage with us and share your voice. Lastly, we thank you for evolving with us in 
creating safe, nurturing, and quality child care environments for Iowa's youth. 

Sincerely, 

�4� 
Julie Allison 
Child Care Bureau Chief 
Iowa Department of Human Services 

1305 E. Walnut Street, Des Moines, IA 50319-0114 


