
We have a lot in common

Like wanting a brighter future. 

 

2012 Annual Report 



Consultants across the state made 

4,752 visits to child care programs. 

Child Care Resource & Referral Consultants dedicate many 
hours of technical assistance and on-site visits to DHS Registered 
Child Development Homes, non-registered child care homes, DHS 
Licensed Centers, DHS Licensed Preschools and Department of 
Education programs. Consultants work to build relationships with child 
care programs and help them improve the quality of care they provide. 

2012 QRS Rated Providers 
 

A five-star hotel means high quality… so 

does a child care program. 
Iowa’s Quality Rating System (QRS) is a voluntary program offering 
child care programs a guided way to improve the quality of care they 
provide. As steps are completed, the program moves up in levels and 
is awarded a star for each level achieved. 

Participation shows parents and the community that a program is 
committed to providing quality child care. 

Many child care providers enter the field with 

little or no training. CCR&R delivered  trainings 

for 6,047 providers last year . Many of those 

trainings help implement quality initiatives. 

Of the 6,147programs listed with CCR&R, 1,053 
are participating  in Iowa’s Quality Rating System 

(QRS). 
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The high cost of child care is still a concern. 

Today, families can spend more on child 

care than on college tuition. 
An Iowa family earning the median income of $58,233 with an infant in 
child care would pay $7,570 of their income before taxes if their child 
was in a DHS  Licensed Center. The same family with an infant 
attending a Registered Child Development Home would spend $6,405. 
 
The cost of having an infant in a licensed child care center is more 
then tuition and fees at a public college. 

Some parents are moving their children from 

regulated programs to informal child care settings 

to make ends meet. These options are usually 

less expensive but there is no way of 

knowing if it is quality care. 

 

How do the 8,292 families with 

13,490 kids we helped find child 

care know if they’re getting quality care? 

 

Parents use CCR&R services to access information on all types of 
early child care and education programs including half day preschool, 
before and after-school care and full day child care.  

Families are typically given five to ten providers who may meet their 
family’s needs and an informational booklet about how to identify 
quality programs. 
 
52% of parents surveyed chose regulated child care last year. 
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The investment of dollars in the CCR&R 

system enhances the overall experience  
of children in care.  
CCR&R works with providers, parents and community members 
to provide parent education, advocacy, child care provider 
training and consultation designed to improve the quality of care 
Iowa’s children receive. Over the last three years, state and 
federal funding for CCR&R services utilized to improve quality 
child care has fluctuated. 
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State Funding 

Federal Funding 

Combined Federal & State Funding 

Funding reflected above includes state and federal funding from the Iowa Department of 
Human Services and does not reflect funding from other sources (ECI, United Way, 
foundations) . 

Investing in our youngest citizens will 
strengthen Iowa’s economy. 


